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Rapist teacher held
GORKHA: Police on Sunday arrested
Bharat Dhakal, a Mathematics
teacher at Tara Higher Secondary
School, for allegedly raping a woman
at Chhepetar in Gorkha. Barkilo po-
lice post arrested Dhakal and handed
him over to the District Police Office,
which said proceedings against him
will start tomorrow. The victim’s med-
ical report confirmed that she was
raped, said Inspector Sunil Jung Sah.
There were wounds in her body, po-
lice said. The villagers said they had
rescued the woman after she
screamed for help. — HNS

Smugglers arrested 
DAMAULI: Police arrested Jogendra
Das Pariyar and Jitu Gurung of Lek-
nath with 63 bottles of Phenergon,
Diclam and Nusum at Manapang in
Tanahun on Sunday. The motorcycle-
borne smugglers were arrested dur-
ing a security check. They were head-
ing to Pokhara from Sunauli, Inspec-
tor Ram Kumar Dani of the Belchau-
tara area police office informed. — HNS 

•  ONCE-OVER

Himalayan News Service

Kathmandu, March 17

Chairman of the Unified CPN-
Maoist Pushpa Kamal Dahal to-
day proposed Federal Democ-
ratic Republican Alliance
(FDRA) to form an alliance with
his party for upcoming Con-
stituent Assembly elections.

“Dahal wants FDRA to be its
ally to contest the polls,” said
Keshav Man Shakya of the
FDRA after a meeting held at
the Maoist party’s headquar-
ters. Today’s meeting has en-
trusted FDRA’s nine-member
secretariat with the task of final-
ising a concrete action plan to
contest the polls as an alliance.
The secretariat includes Dahal
as chairman, Prem Bahadur
Singh as spokesman and
Shakya, Jitendra Dev, Shadrul
Miya, Rukmini Chaudhary,
Biswendra Paswan, Laxman Lal

Karna and M S Thapa as mem-
bers. The meeting of the secre-
tariat scheduled for Tuesday
will come up with an action
plan, spokesman Singh said.

Shakya said most of the lead-
ers had accused Dahal of not
consulting the FDRA while tak-

ing crucial political decisions of
late. Chairman Dahal apolo-
gised for the mistake.

The fringe parties said they
were excited at Dahal’s propos-
al. The FDRA includes 20 par-
ties and a former independent
CA member. 

Dahal wants to join
hands with FDRA 

Fair elections unlikely: MJFN
BIRGUNJ: Madheshi Janaad-
hikar Forum Nepal Chairman
Upendra Yadav said on Sun-
day that there is high chance
that upcoming elections will
not be free and fair as four
political parties have taken
decisions unconstitutionally.
Speaking at a press meet of
the Madhesi Journalists’ Soci-
ety in Birgunj, he came down
heavily on the four forces,
saying a government formed

solely on the decision of four
parties is against the nation’s
interest. He further said it is
unconstitutional to seek to
remove hurdles without na-
tional consensus. “According
to Article 43 of the Interim
Constitution, the constitu-
tion can be amended only
with national consensus and
an agreement between four
parties cannot be called na-
tional consensus.” — HNS

A member of Banke District Monitoring Team collecting guess papers and chits from
SLC examinees at Siddeshwor Secondary School in Sidhanhawa, Banke, on Sunday.

Activists and leaders of the Federal Republican Front staging a rally against the chief 
justice-led government, in Itahari, on Sunday.

Himalayan News Service

Rautahat, March 17 

Cheating and expulsions
were rampant on the third
day of School Leaving Cer-
tificate (SLC) examinations
today. 

In Rautahat, a monitor-
ing team from the District
Education Office expelled
two invigilators and seven
examinees for helping stu-
dents cheat.

They are identified as
Mukesh Pandit of Jaykishan
Higher Secondary Dhara-
hari Exam Centre and Bal-
ram Parajuli of Rangapur
Higher Secondary School.
Manisha Chaudhary,
Shyam Prasad Kusahawa,
Mukesh Kumar Shah from
Saraswoti Higher Sec-
ondary exam center and
Rakesh Yadav, Chandra Ku-
mari Mahato, Bikram Yadav
and Mamata Yadav from
Saraswoti Secondary
School exam centre were
expelled for cheating. 

In Banke, a team under
District Education Officer
Dhansingh Dhami today
seized dozens of guess pa-
pers from the premises of
Siddeswor Secondary

Sidhnawa and Sahid Higher
Secondary Kamdi exam
centres. 

The guess papers were
recovered from the exami-
nees’ bodies, DEO Dhami
said, adding that he has
alerted the chairman, assis-
tant chairmen and invigila-
tors of the exam centres
from where the guess pa-
pers were seized. 

In Morang, the District
Monitoring Team under
Morang District Education
Officer Yogendra Prasad
Baral expelled one invigila-
tor and a staffer after find-
ing their involvement in
unethical practices.

The monitoring team ex-
pelled Laxmi Regmi Subedi
from Bhagawati Higher
Secondary Exam centre at
Belbari, Morang and
Maden Bahadur Tamang, a
staff from Saraswoti Higher
Secondary exam centre for
helping students cheat. 

Meanwhile, police arrest-
ed Jitendra Mandal and
Singh Bahadur Gurung
from Sarbodaya Higher
Secondary School exam
centre at Kadmaha VDC,
who had been deployed for
monitoring, for helping

students.
In Saptari, five persons

including two invigilators
were expelled for helping
students cheat. District Ed-
ucation Officer Rudrahari
Bhandari identified them
as Lalita Kumari Chudhary
of Ghoghidaha Bhawanipur
exam centre and Laldev Ya-
dav of Terhauta exam cen-
tre. 

In Siraha, four persons
were arrested for irregulari-
ties and 11 students faced
expulsions for violating the
exam code of conduct. 

According to Siraha DEO
Khadananda Parajuli, Ajay
Ram of Pasupati Aadarsha
Higher Secondary School,
Debin Yadav of Padariya
Tharu Tole Centre and
Pramod Kumar Yadav and
Radheshyam Ray of Techni-
cian’s Siksyhalaya were held
for unethical practices. 

Meanwhile, the District
Monitoring Team has can-
celled the examinations of
five students at Techni-
cians’ Sikshyala, two from
Tharu Tole and one each
from Bandipur, Pashupati,
Bishnupurkatti and Mount
Everest exam centers in the
district. 

Cheating rampant on third
day of SLC examinations

Rastriya Samachar Samiti

Myagdi, March 17 

Students of Balkalyan
Primary School at Babiy-
achaur, Himdi are forced
to study in huts due to
lack of physical infra-
structure and a proper
building. Grade I and II
students are compelled
to sit on the floor as there
are no benches for them,
said Bishnu Maya Roka,
teacher of the school. 

Some 28 students are
pursuing their education
in the Himdi-based edu-
cational institution. 

The school had ob-
tained the government’s
approval for the opera-
tion of classes up to
Grade III about two years
ago. 

The number of stu-
dents has been increas-
ing every year since other
schools in Myagdi district
headquarters Beni are in
remote areas and it is 
inconvenient for the chil-
dren to go to such
schools. 

School in
sorry state

THT

THT

Himalayan News Service

Kathmandu, March 17

Following intense pressure
from the employees at the
Tribhuvan University
Teaching Hospital and the
public, the government and
the Tribhuvan University
have decided to fulfil some
of the key demands of
TUTH director, Dr Bhag-
wan Koirala. Appointed
TUTH director on Novem-
ber 11 last year, Dr Koirala
had tendered his resigna-
tion on March 1 citing gov-
ernment indifference to-
wards the hospital and lack
of cooperation from Trib-
huvan University Teacher’s
Association and Unions. 

Koirala had urged the
government to remove hur-
dles that have made his job

difficult or accept his resig-
nation. According to a
source, the TU has agreed
to meet some of his con-
cerns as the government
does not have time to ap-
point a new director with
the elections approaching
fast. A source revealed that
the TU has agreed to Dr
Koirala’s demand that the
Institute of Medicine be al-
lowed to spend up to Rs 10
million without approval
from the TU. This is a
marked increase from the
earlier ceiling of Rs 3.5 mil-
lion. TU Vice-chancellor,
Hira Bahadur Maharjan,
said they are working to ad-
dress some of Koirala’s de-
mands. He said executive
council is considering to up
the budget ceiling for the
IoM soon.

TU likely to placate 
TUTH director
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